
ATLANTIC CROSSING

The Emigrant Experience

Douglas H Crosby



August 17, 1731

Aboard the Love and Unity, a ship of 

about 100 tons…

Image  from “Voyage of the Love and Unity” by Nancy E Schanes, 2002
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What does “typical” imply ? 

Most passengers experienced similar…

• Weather…

• Food…

• Duration of voyage…

• Accommodations…
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• Size of the ship

• Type of ship  cargo/passenger

• Type of ship  sail/steam

• Class of passenger

• Changing laws

• How many people came



• Size of the ship



“The ton is a unit of measure. It has a long history and has acquired a 

number of meanings and uses over the years…. Its original use as a 

measurement of volume has continued in the capacity of cargo ships….”

                                                               Wikipedia entry -ton



• Type of ship  cargo/passenger

• Type of ship  sail/steam



The simple innovation of sailing on a schedule gave 

immigrants and the American economy a boost in the 

early 1800s. Traditionally, ships sailed when they had 

loaded enough cargo to justify a voyage. Passengers 

could be delayed days or even weeks waiting for the holds 

to fill. After the War of 1812, ship owners began 

experimenting with regular timetables, and the 1820s and 

1830s saw a boom of scheduled shipping lines across the 

ocean and along the coasts.

http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/exhibition/2_3.html



first purpose-built transatlantic steamer

“Capable of carrying 148 people, the ship offered the finest amenities afloat so far”

http://www.thegreatoceanliners.com/greatwestern.html

64 crossings by 1846

1838



http://www.slavevoyages.org/assessment/estimates



https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a44236/

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a44236/



















“In the 25 years after 1815 American ships changed in weight from 500 to 

1,200 tons and in configuration from a hull with a length 4 times the beam to 

one with a ratio of 5 1/2 to 1. The faster and thus shorter journeys meant that 

the shipowner could earn back his investment in two or three years. The 

Mayflower had taken 66 days to cross the Atlantic in 1620. The Black Ball 

Lines’ nine-year average as of 1825 was 23 days from Liverpool to New York 

City. Twenty years later Atlantic ships had doubled in size and were not 

credited as a success unless they had made at least a single east-bound 

dash of 14 days or less.”

https://www.britannica.com/technology/ship/History-of-ships



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_immigration_to_the_United_States
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https://www.dunbrody.com/gallery/

Dunbrody





https://i1.trekearth.com/photos/28222/05_2007_asgard_ii_190_te.jpg

Jeanie Johnson







year law adults/ton on 180

   ton

1788 British

Slave Trade Act 

1.67  /  1 Before this law, the Brooks had carried 2.3/ton 300

1809 British 1  /  2

 2 / 5

On British Flagged

On Foreign Flagged

90

72

1819 US 2 / 5 (plus crew) 72

100 ?

1823 British 1 / 5

 1 / 2

From Britain, out of Europe

Special, British flag, 2 decks 5 ½ feet between them

36

90

1828 British 3 / 4 (but only voyages to America) 135

1847 US 1 / 2 Plus a deck space requirement 90

1848 US -dropped- 6 feet or more  high - 14 square feet              ( Mayflower had

5 to 6 feet high         -  16       “                        about 1200sqft ) 

Less than 5 feet        -   22      “

86

75

55

Some ships of 1200 tons were carrying 800 passengers 















https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fd/RMS_Titanic_3.jpg











Was it a typical voyage?
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